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Government Funding at Lakeview Children’s Nursery from September 2025 FAQ

From September 2025, children from the term (January, April or September) after they turn 9 months, are eligible for 30 hours a week (38 weeks a year) of funded early education if their family meet the eligibility criteria.

Some 2 year olds are eligible for 15 hours per week (38 weeks per year)  funding for families in receipt of additional Government assistance

All children from the term after their 3rd birthday are eligible for 15 hours per week (38 weeks per year) funding, this is called Universal Funding. 

Frequently Asked Questions
How do I know if I am eligible? You can check your eligibility and apply at www.childcarechoices.gov.uk  If you may be eligible for 2 year old funding you can check your eligibility and apply at https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/early-years-childcare-and-family-support/paying-for-childcare/funded-childcare-for-2-year-olds/ 

When do I apply for the 30 hour code? If you are using Tax Free Childcare, you will be eligible for 30 hours and can apply for your code when you reconfirm your account in the period before eligibility starts. If you are starting work, you can apply 31 days before you start.  If you become eligible after your child has turned 9 months, you can apply at any time,  in all cases funding will start from the start of the term after you get your code as long as you have applied before the end of the term before you become eligible. 

What else do I need to do? When you apply for the 30 hour code, you will set up an online account via HMRC. We will invite you in prior to your child starting to complete a Lancashire County Council Early Education Parental Agreement and booking form where your weekly fees will be confirmed. 

What happens if my circumstances change and I am no longer eligible for the 30 hours? If you fall out of eligibility for the 30 hours you will go into a grace period:
	[bookmark: _Hlk95052206]Eligibility ends between:	
	 Grace Period will end on:

	1st Jan – 10th Feb
	31st Mar

	11th Feb – 26th May
	31st Aug

	27th May – 21st Oct
	31st Dec

	22nd Oct – 31st Dec
	31st Mar









When your grace period ends you will still receive the Universal 15 hours if your child is over 3. If your child is under 3 you will lose all funding unless you become eligible for 2 year old funding for families in receipt of additional Government assistance. If you become eligible for the 30 hours again at a later date you can apply for another code and funding will start from the following term.

What happens if I cannot work? If you can’t work, you will get Universal funding from the term after your child turns 3. You may still be eligible for 30 hours or 15 hours 2 year old funding for families in receipt of Government Assistance.  You can check at www.childcarechoices.gov.uk

What if I am self- employed? The earnings criteria don’t apply if you started your business in the last 12 months.

What if I reduce my hours of work?  As long as you still earn the equivalent of 16 hours at National Minimum Wage you will remain eligible.

Can I use Childcare Vouchers, Tax Free Childcare or apply for Universal Credit alongside the 15/30 hours?
Yes, you can, see www.childcare.gov.uk for more information on help with childcare costs

How does Lakeview Children’s Nursery administer these hours? Funding is paid during school term times (38 weeks per year) The maximum number of hours for the academic year (September to August) is 1140  hours. We are open 51 weeks per year with funding applicable to 50 of these weeks, so we stretch these hours like this: 




15 hours
	Eligible from
                   
	Total Funded hours available 

	Total weeks of attendance remaining  
	Funded hours per week 

	September  
	15 hours x 38 funded weeks = 570
	38
	15 hours

	January
	15 hours x 24 funded weeks = 360
	24
	15 hours

	April
	15 hours a week x 13 weeks = 195
	13
	15 hours 


 
30 hours
	Eligible from
                   
	Total Funded hours available 

	Total weeks of attendance remaining  
	Funded hours per week 

	September  
	30 hours x 38 funded weeks = 1140
	50
	1140 / 50 = 22.8 hours

	January
	30 hours x 24 funded weeks = 720
	34
	720 / 34 - 21 hours (6hr banked)

	April
	30 hours a week x 13 weeks = 390
	21
	390 / 22 = 18.5 hours (1.5 banked) 



Why isn’t It 15/ 30 hours a week every week? Funding is only paid during school term times (38 weeks per year). We are open 50 weeks so your funding is stretched over these weeks to ensure consistency in your weekly price.  

Can I have my funded hours whenever I want them? All places are subject to our set sessions and our occupancies as we have statutory ratio and space requirements. We ask that your child attends a minimum of 3 days per week*. 

[bookmark: _Hlk103927479]What does my child get in their funded hours?  Funding covers the delivery of the Early years Foundation Stage, it is not intended to pay for the things that as a full day care provider we provide such as: home cooked meals, spare toiletries, creams, emergency medication, consumables and an online learning journey. Our voluntary integrated care package  (ICP) brings funded places in line with our fully inclusive provision. This is broken down below. Parents who do not wish to pay this, please see our Unable or Unwilling to pay policy below.

Why am I being asked to pay Additional Services Fees when the Government call this free childcare? The Government state that childcare must be free but funding is not intended to cover everything else that we provide so our voluntary integrated care package (ICP) cost ensures that we can continue to deliver high quality provision with everything your child will need during their day. 

Can my child attend on a Term Time only basis?  We are an all year round provider open for 51 weeks per year, we offer a limited number of term time only places as it is not viable for us have to carry the costs for 14 weeks per year where a place is not being used or paid for, we want to be as flexible as we can for our families so we do make a limited number available. If we don’t have a term time only place available you are welcome to join our waiting list. 

Can I split my hours between different providers?  You can split your funding between 2 providers on 2 sites per day. You must let us know if your child will be with any other setting so we can work out how funding will be split. Failure to do so may result in you being charged at our standard fees in the case of an over claim of funded hours.  

The law says I do not have to agree to extra hours or additional services to get my funded hours?  That’s right, delivery of these hours is legislated for in the Statutory Guidance and providers cannot make it conditional that families buy extra hours or services in order to get funded hours, the guidance states that we do not have to offer funded hours. Our decision to offer stretched funding with a voluntary additional services fee has been explained above but we make families aware that this is our policy and other settings may deliver these hours differently to us.

What if you do not have my preferred days available? You can join our waiting list or start on the days we have available then switch when your preferred days are available. 

What if my child is ill or we go on holiday?  Occasional, short term absence such as illness or a family holiday is fine. Where extended absences occur Lancashire County Council decide whether they will continue your funding or not.

[bookmark: _Hlk103928110]What about in exceptional circumstances?  We strive to be as flexible and family friendly as possible, we always consider exceptional circumstances and temporarily adjust our policies to help where we can.

[bookmark: _Hlk94881808]How long do you retain my information? Lancashire County Council require us to keep your Early Education Funding Parental Agreement and funding for 6 years to be shown in the event of an audit. Lakeview Children’s Nursery is registered with the Information Commissioners Office

[bookmark: _Hlk103928200]What if I want to change my childcare provider?  You can change provider subject to giving us 4 weeks’ notice as per our policy. Lakeview Children’s Nursery reserves the right to refuse the transfer of funding to another childcare provider after the headcount cut off date for each term. 

Where can I get more information?  You can visit www.childcarechoices.gov.uk or speak to us.


Unable or Unwilling to Pay for Additional Services Policy

Our standard offer is to stretch 30hr funding across 50 weeks a year, and have an ICP (Integrated Care Package charge) for everything not covered by funding as the Department for Education state that ‘Government funding is intended to deliver 15 or 30 hours a week of free, high quality, flexible childcare. It is not intended to cover the costs of meals, other consumables, additional hours or additional activities.. Parents have the option to contribute towards meals, consumables or additional activities offered by the provider, such as nappies or trips. Our 15hr funding is delivered over 38 weeks a year, term time only. Additional services can be purchased out of term time. 

The legislation states that providers must set their own policy for parents who are unable to pay these fees, Lancashire County Councils provider agreement also makes provision for parents who are unwilling to pay them. Therefore, if parents are unable or unwilling to pay our ICP, they are responsible for bringing everything that their child will need during their session, this will be:

All meals / snacks needed for the session (please see below)
Indoor & Outdoor changes of clothes and suitable footwear
Outdoor play accessories e.g. sun hat, cream, wellies & wetsuit
Drinks bottle filled up 

Due to some of our children and staff having severe food allergies, Lakeview Children’s Nursery is NUT FREE and therefore, no products containing nuts can be brought into the nursery. In the case that we have a child with a serious allergy at any time, we will let you know which allergen/s must be avoided and ask that foods containing the allergen/s are not brought in to nursery (we will not identify the child, just their allergen/s). This will naturally vary from time to time as new children start or new allergens are identified.

Foods that are provided from home must be in their original packaging and sealed so that we can check for allergens and prevent cross contamination.

Following advice from our Environmental Health Team, we cannot heat any foods that have been brought in from home because we cannot complete the required HACCP paperwork on the supply, preparation and storage of the food before it arrives at nursery, therefore only foods that don’t need to be heated can be served.
By Law, chilled foods must be eaten, refrigerated or discarded within 4 hours of being out of the fridge. We do not have the facilities to store lunchboxes in our fridge, so we ask that parents either bring breakfast and lunch in in the morning then drop their child’s tea off at lunchtime (any time after 12 so that these foods will not be out of the fridge for more than 4 hours before tea), or that all foods are provided in a thermal bag with a cool pack to keep the food chilled until it is eaten. 

As part of our healthy eating policy, we ask that parents do not put chocolate, biscuits or crisps in lunchboxes and to avoid choking hazards we ask that parents do not put sausages or popcorn in lunchboxes and that grapes, cherry tomatoes or any other round foods are cut into quarters, lengthways and foods containing stones such as cherries or peaches have these removed.

If parents provide a meal that their child doesn’t eat we will contact them to ask them to bring in an alternative. Parents must be aware that we may not have spare portions of food available so it cannot be assumed that we will be able provide our meal if their child doesn’t eat what has been provided from home.

It is not practical for our staff to have to keep track of whether it is us or parents who are supplying certain meals on certain days, therefore, if families opt not to pay additional services fees then they are responsible for bringing all meals on all of their children’s days so that there is no confusion. ICP for funded hours will not be charged but there is no reduction in fees for private hours families choose to do this.

We offer forest school sessions, trips and outings, extra curricular sessions, themed topic days and experiences that are all part of our enhanced curriculum. We have carefully created our curriculum to enhance the learning experiences of all children in our care, catering to their individual learning paths. Lakeview Children’s Nursery values all learning opportunities for our children as they learn how to risk assess their environment, how to challenge themselves whilst remaining safe, how to care for the natural world and living things and how we use our senses to explore. Forest school sessions, trips and outings and extra curricular sessions form part of our ICP because of the additional costs incurred to provide them, including qualified practitioners, additional facilities, and additional equipment to facilitate these sessions for example we provide spare All in Ones and wellies as well as various tools and specific resources for outdoor learning. If parents are unable or unwilling to pay our additional services fees they are asked to supply 2 sets of waterproofs and wellies in case one set become very wet, these All in Ones will be sent home each day to be washed and dried for the child’s next session. Children whose parents are unable or unwilling to pay for additional services will be offered forest school extra curricular sessions when capacity allows, these will then be charged as individual items. Please see price list below.

We offer an online learning journey called Parentzone to provide updates and photos about our children’s learning and development. There is a cost for us to purchase the subscription to Parentzone, the tablets that we use for Parentzone and for our staff’s time uploading photographs and writing development summaries, so families who are unable or unwilling to pay ICP’s will not have Parentzone updates, other than nursery updates such as special celebration days and any illnesses that are circulating. We will keep parents updated on their child’s learning verbally and will complete statutory documents such as the 2 year old check and operational documents such as transition to school documents.

We reserve the right to charge parents for any items which their child needs that are not supplied, these charges will be equal to our ICP. In the event of a family’s persistent failure to provide everything their child needs or pay our ICP, we will liaise with Lancashire County Council about withdrawing the place as there is no expectation and it is not financially viable for us to provide everything if it is not being paid for. 

If you would like your child to take part in any of the additional activities and sessions, the charges stated below will apply.
	Parentzone app; daily updates & learning stories
	£12.00 per week

	Extra Curricular Sessions; Hartbeeps, Iplay Soccer, Toddle Up & Sign, Little English
	£6.00 per week

	Trips & Outings
	£3.00 per week

	Forest School
	£5 per week

	Celebrations, Events & Topic Days
	£4.50 per week



If you require anymore information, please contact us on 01282 868249 or email us at lakeviewchildrensnursery@outlook.com
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